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If you want to make hands-free calls while driving or just need your hands for other tasks, you need a solid Bluetooth
headset. Here are our top-rated models in a wide range of prices and designs.

The era of the tradit ional Bluetooth headset is coming to a gentle close. If you look at Amazon or any other major retailer,
you see that the single-ear headsets of 10 years ago have largely evolved into stereo Bluetooth headphones, almost all of
which include microphones for you to make calls with. While there are st ill mono headsets on sale, many of them are either
low-quality, no-name products, or several years old.

So our list  of best Bluetooth headsets is evolving, too. Along with dedicated, single-ear headsets we're including stereo
models as well. Most of our Best Wireless Headphones have microphones and call control buttons now, although the
microphones aren't  always of the best quality. We've put what we think are the standouts on this list .

Picking the right Bluetooth headset might seem simple, but it  actually comes with a challenge that's unique to all
headphones, and, well, anything that needs to be placed in your ear: It 's tough (and not completely sanitary) to try products
out before plunking down the cash for them. But a major component of a headset's success depends on how it  fits and feels
—and that varies widely from person to person, or even from ear to ear. Other important factors include sound quality,
design, style, battery life, and extra features. We've come up with seven points you should consider when shopping for a
Bluetooth headset:

1. Mono vs. Stereo

Stereo headsets aren't  just for listening to music. They also make calls, often quite well. So if you're thinking about a pair of
wireless headphones to rock out to, you may not need a separate mono Bluetooth headset. All of the stereo headsets in
our list  also make calls. That said, stereo headsets are usually bigger and heavier than mono headsets, and while an over-
the-ear pair of headphones may be great at listening to calls, the outbound noise cancellat ion abilit ies of their microphones
may not be up to heavy street noise. ThePlantronics Voyager Focus UCcombines both stereo audio quality and outbound
noise cancellat ion well.

2. Call Quality

Call quality is an issue in both direct ions; one headset might sound full and crisp in the earpiece, but then transmit a thin,
computerized-sounding version of your voice to the person you're talking to. If call quality is the most important
consideration for you, you'll want to check out the Editors' ChoicePlantronics Voyager 5200 or Voyager Focus UC.

3. Noise Cancellat ion

How well you can be heard when you're in a speeding car with the windows down, or in the middle of a noisy conference room,
can quickly separate the good performers from the bad. Headsets with two or three mics usually perform the best, as
there's at least one mic dedicated to detecting ambient noise, which the headset can then cancel out using adaptive digital
signal processing algorithms. We test noise cancellat ion performance in every one of our Bluetooth headset reviews.

4. Battery Life

A guiding principle with mono headsets: If you don't  want to charge, go large. Bigger headsets mean more room for big
batteries. The new trend of wire-free headsets hasn't  been very friendly to battery life: all of the wire-free models, such as
the Apple Airpods$159.00 at Apple and Bragi Dash$229.99 at Amazon, clock in at three or four hours. We have not put any
wire-free headsets on this list .

5. Comfort

This is a very personal choice. The best in-ear headsets have a range of fit  styles—for instance, several different sizes of
eart ips, plus an option for an over-the-ear hook in case headsets always fall out of your ear. If you absolutely can't  bear to
put something in your ear, go for an over-the-ear stereo headphone pair like the BlueParrott  S450-XT orPlantronics Voyager
Focus UC.
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6. Range

Most Bluetooth headsets offer about 30 feet of good range before they start popping badly or devolving into digital
art ifacts. Larger headsets, with larger antennas, can have a bit  more range; we got decent calls on the Voyager 5200 up to
about 40 feet.

7. Price

The sweet spot for a mono Bluetooth headset is $99 list , and you can often find those models discounted to $70 or $80 if
you shop around. A good stereo headset generally runs between $100-200. You can st ill find a decent headset for under
$50, and sometimes you can find a really good one at that price since headsets tend to stay available in retail channels for a
long t ime after they're discontinued. Typically you'll have to buy something a lit t le bit  clunkier, with noise cancellat ion that
isn't  up to par with the leaders, but you can't  deny the value of models like the Plantronics Explorer 500, which offers solid
quality for a price under $40 online.
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