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NEWS RELEASE  

 
$47 million in heavy equipment and trucks sold at Ritchie Bros.  

unreserved public auction in Houston, Texas 
 

Site records broken for the most sellers at a Houston auction, largest online gross auction proceeds, and 
largest number of online bidders and online buyers.  
    
HOUSTON, TEXAS (April 19, 2013) – Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers (NYSE and TSX: RBA), the world’s largest 
industrial auctioneer, sold more than US$47 million of heavy equipment and trucks during a two-day unreserved 
public auction at the Company’s permanent auction site in Houston, Texas on Wednesday & Thursday, April 17 & 
18, 2013. More than 3,800 registered bidders competed for more than 4,100 heavy equipment items and trucks, 
including a selection of more than 150 T/A truck tractors, more than 55 hydraulic excavators, a selection of late 
model crawler tractors and more. The auction saw numerous site records broken, including the most sellers at a 
Houston auction (close to 500), the largest online gross auction proceeds for Houston (more than US$20 million), 
and the largest number of online bidders (2,100+) and online buyers (550+) in the history of the Company 
conducting auctions in Houston, Texas. Every item was sold to the highest bidder, regardless of price—without 
minimum bids or reserve prices. Bids were made in the auction on-site, online in real time at www.rbauction.com 
or by proxy.  
 
“We sold equipment for close to 500 sellers—the most consignors we’ve ever had at a Houston auction,” said 
Alan McVicker, Regional Sales Manager, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers. “Most of these sellers are upgrading their 
fleets as the economy gets stronger here in Texas. Sellers are turning to Ritchie Bros. because of our ability to 
sell their items to the world on auction day so they receive prices beyond their local market. Overall, prices were 
strong on both days and international participation was very active both in person and over the internet. Every 
Houston internet record was broken, yet there was an active bidding crowd here onsite as well.” 
 
More than 3,800 people from more than 60 countries, including 48 US states, registered to bid in person or online 
in the auction. Bidders from outside Texas purchased more than US$27 million or 57 percent of total gross 
auction proceeds. More than 2,100 of the bidders taking part in the auction registered to bid online and purchased 
more than US$20 million of equipment online.  
 
AUCTION QUICK FACTS: HOUSTON, TX – APRIL 17 & 18, 2013 
 

 Total Gross Auction Proceeds – US$47+ million  
 Amount sold to online bidders – US$20+ million (new site record) 
 Unique bidders (in-person and online total) – 3,800+ 
 Unique online bidders – 2,100+ (new site record) 
 Total Lots sold – 4,100+ 
 Number of sellers – close to 500 (new site record) 

 
Consignments for the next unreserved public auction in Houston (June 19 & 20, 2013) are now being accepted. 
To sell your equipment and trucks with Ritchie Bros., please contact the Houston site at +1.713.455.5200. The 
Ritchie Bros. auction calendar currently features more than 100 unreserved public auctions around the world. Visit 
www.rbauction.com for a complete list of upcoming auctions. 
 
About Ritchie Bros.  
Established in 1958, Ritchie Bros. (NYSE and TSX: RBA) is the world’s largest seller of used equipment for the 
construction, transportation, agricultural, material handling, energy, mining, forestry,  marine and other industries. 
Ritchie Bros. offers compelling solutions that make it easy for the world’s builders to buy and sell equipment with 
confidence. The Company conducts hundreds of unreserved public auctions each year, selling more equipment to 
on-site and online bidders than any other company in the world (rbauction.com).  The Company also operates an 
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online marketplace through Ritchie Bros. EquipmentOne (EquipmentOne.com) and a range of value-added 
services, including equipment financing for customers through Ritchie Bros. Financial Services 
(rbauctionfinance.com). The Company has over 110 locations in more than 25 countries, including 44 auction 
sites worldwide. 
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For more information contact:   
Jose Vargas, Corporate Communications Specialist 
Phone: +1.604.765.2909 or email CorpComm@rbauction.com  
 
Or  
 
Alan McVicker, Regional Sales Manager, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers 
Houston site phone: +1.713.455.5200 
 


