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GE HealthCare Signs $44 Million Contract with BARDA
to Develop Arti�cial Intelligence-Augmented
Ultrasound Technology to Aid Clinicians in Diagnosing
and Treating Traumatic Injury and Enhance National
Preparedness for Mass Casualty Incidents
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Advanced ultrasound technology with arti�cial intelligence applications to support clinicians of all skill levels in

e�ciently diagnosing lung pathology and traumatic injury, which increases e�ciency in routine delivery of

care and could prove especially valuable during mass casualty situations when facilities experience an in�ux

of patients requiring swift evaluation and treatment

CHICAGO--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- GE HealthCare (Nasdaq: GEHC) today announced it signed a $44 million contract with

the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA)—part of the Administration for Strategic

Preparedness and Response (ASPR) within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)—to develop

and obtain regulatory clearance for next-generation advanced point-of-care ultrasound technology with new

arti�cial intelligence (AI) applications. Technology resulting from this jointly funded program will help healthcare

professionals at all skill levels rapidly diagnose and provide timely treatment for patients with lung pathologies and

traumatic injuries to the abdomen, chest and head.

Trauma is a leading cause of death in the United States1 posing an enormous burden to healthcare systems and

society. Trauma patients’ survival is dependent on receiving timely and appropriate care. Injury detection and triage

of trauma patients play key roles in successful patient care and resource management, both in everyday situations

and in mass casualty events. Technologies that expedite care, including detection, evaluation, and decision-assist

capabilities, potentially increase patients’ chances of survival.
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“Point-of-care ultrasound is an essential tool in emergency situations to help clinicians quickly get the answers they

need when treating patients,” said Roland Rott, President and CEO, Ultrasound, GE HealthCare. “We are grateful

and excited for the opportunity to partner with BARDA to contribute our expertise in ultrasound and AI applications

to develop innovative solutions for identifying a range of traumatic injuries and lung pathologies. Our collaboration

has the potential to enhance the ability of clinicians to provide timely care for trauma patients even in the most dire

scenarios.”

As part of the collaboration with BARDA, GE HealthCare will build new technology to expedite trauma triage and

treatment, potentially transforming the standard of care. GE HealthCare will build upon its existing point-of-care

ultrasound technology portfolio to develop an advanced probe and ultrasound system together with novel AI

technology to ease acquisition and interpretation of ultrasound exams for users of all skill levels, thereby increasing

the number of capable users and making delivery of care more e�cient. The proposed devices will cover

indications for multiple injury types: blunt and penetrating trauma, head trauma, lung injuries (including blast lung),

as well as multiple lung pathologies encountered outside trauma care such as those seen in infectious diseases.

“GE HealthCare has been a leader to bring ultrasound to the emergency department and has a strong presence at

the point of care with both traditional and handheld ultrasound systems,” said Dietmar Seifriedsberger, Global

General Manager, Point of Care and Handheld Ultrasound, GE HealthCare. “Working with BARDA is another step

toward realizing the enormous potential of ultrasound technology to help hospitals increase preparedness for

mass casualty events, including a range of traumatic injuries and lung pathologies, as well as help improve

treatment decision-making and enhance patient care.”

GE HealthCare will develop technology and AI applications to be compatible with select point-of-care ultrasound

systems from its product portfolio to facilitate rapid assessment of patients across a wide range of environments

and care settings.

This project has been supported in whole or in part with federal funds from the Department of Health and Human

Services; Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response; Biomedical Advanced Research and

Development Authority (BARDA), under contract number 75A50123C00035.

About GE HealthCare Technologies Inc.

GE HealthCare is a leading global medical technology, pharmaceutical diagnostics, and digital solutions innovator,

dedicated to providing integrated solutions, services, and data analytics to make hospitals more e�cient, clinicians

more e�ective, therapies more precise, and patients healthier and happier. Serving patients and providers for more

than 100 years, GE HealthCare is advancing personalized, connected, and compassionate care, while simplifying the
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patient’s journey across the care pathway. Together our Imaging, Ultrasound, Patient Care Solutions, and

Pharmaceutical Diagnostics businesses help improve patient care from diagnosis, to therapy, to monitoring. We are

an $18.3 billion business with 50,000 employees working to create a world where healthcare has no limits.

Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, Instagram, and Insights for the latest news, or visit our website

https://www.gehealthcare.com/ for more information.

____________________________ 
 

1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2022, February). Injuries and Violence are Leading Causes of Death.

https://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/animated-leading-causes.html. Accessed October 2, 2023.
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