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CLEVELAND - April 26, 2000 - Brush Wellman Inc. (NYSE:BW) today reported first quarter sales of $135.4 million, the highest quarterly 
sales in the Company's history, and a 20% increase over 1999 first quarter sales of $113.2 million. First quarter sales were also 13% 
above 1999 fourth quarter sales of $120.1 million, the previous quarterly sales record. This double-digit record sales growth continues to be 
fueled by strong global market demand from telecommunications, computer, automotive electronics, and optical media product 
applications.
Net income for the first quarter 2000 was $2.2 million or 14 cents per share, diluted, versus $2.5 million or 15 cents per share, diluted, for 
the first quarter of 1999. When compared to the first quarter 1999, earnings were negatively affected by manufacturing costs associated 
with a higher level of business, product mix shift, and an increase in administrative expense, including certain nonrecurring reorganization 
costs related to the proposed new corporate capital structure, planned medical surveillance and research and litigation related to chronic 
beryllium disease. Overall, currency exchange, including hedge gains, had a positive impact on earnings for the first quarter. 

Metal Systems Group

The Metal Systems Group consists of Alloy Products, Engineered Material Systems (Technical Materials, Inc. (TMI)) and Beryllium 
Products.
Metal Systems Group's first quarter sales of $91.2 million grew 16% over 1999 first quarter sales of $78.7 million.
First quarter operating profit for the Metal Systems Group of $7.2 million was slightly above 1999 first quarter operating profit of $7.1 
million.
Despite capacity constraints due to the continued ramp up of the AEP, Alloy sales were up 16% over first quarter sales of 1999. The 
higher sales level was achieved in part by further reducing finished goods inventories and increased sales of rod and wire products, which 
do not have the same capacity constraints as other strip products. Although first quarter production levels for the AEP increased 
significantly over the average quarterly production rate for 1999, strong demand for strip products, particularly from the telecommunications 
market, continued to outpace supply. Sales of bulk products also increased due to the strong demand from undersea and welding product 
applications and an improvement in demand from the oil and gas market from prior year levels.
Engineered Materials Systems (TMI) increased sales in the first quarter 2000 by 31% over the first quarter of 1999 establishing a new 
record for the highest quarterly sales in its history. First quarter sales were fueled by automotive electronics, computer and 
telecommunications product applications and further enhanced by the addition of new TMI plating technologies.
Beryllium Products' first quarter sales declined from the same period last year due to continued delayed government spending on defense 
programs.

Microelectronics Group

The Microelectronics Group includes Williams Advanced Materials Inc. (WAM) and Electronic Products.
Microelectronics' first quarter sales of $41.6 million were 27% higher than first quarter 1999 sales of $32.7 million. First quarter operating 
profit of $3.2 million was 78% above first quarter operating profit of $1.8 million in 1999.
WAM first quarter sales were up 25% over first quarter sales of 1999 due to continued strong demand for optical media and the wireless 
sector of microelectronic product applications. Overall, precious metal prices were higher in the first quarter 2000 as compared to the first 
quarter of 1999 and accounted for approximately one third of the increase in sales.
Electronic Products' first quarter sales were 33% higher than first quarter sales in 1999 due to strong demand from wireless 
communications applications including core beryllia ceramic and direct bond copper products.

Chairman's Comments

Commenting on the results, Gordon Harnett, Chairman, President and CEO, stated "I am delighted to report the second consecutive 
record quarterly sales achievement. Our marketing efforts and long-term strategic plans are creating strong demand and growth 
opportunities across our two business segments. As we continue to ramp up the capacity of the AEP we should experience continued 
sales growth and cost efficiencies in Alloy Products. I look forward to our continued progress in 2000."

Forward-looking Statements 

Any forward-looking statements in this announcement are based on current expectations. The Company's performance may differ from that 
contemplated by the forward-looking statements as a result of a variety of factors including the global and domestic economy, 



manufacturing yields and operating performances at the Company's various facilities, changes in product mix, the timely and successful 
completion of pending capital expansions, tax rates and exchange rates.
Brush Wellman Inc., with headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio, is a manufacturer of engineered materials. The Company and its subsidiaries 
supply worldwide markets with Beryllium Products, Alloy Products, Electronic Products, Precious Metal Products and Engineered Material 
Systems.

                          Brush Wellman Inc.

                          Digest of Earnings

                            March 31, 2000

                                   2000               1999
                                -----------        ------------ 
First Quarter

   Net Sales                    $135,424,000       $113,168,000

   Net Income                     $2,249,000         $2,486,000

   Share Earnings  - Basic             $0.14              $0.15 

   Average Shares - Basic         16,206,038         16,193,359 

   Share Earnings  - Diluted           $0.14              $0.15 

   Average Shares - Diluted       16,314,518         16,232,112 

Consolidated Statements of Income
(Unaudited)

                                            First Quarter Ended
                                        March 31,          April 2,
(Dollars in thousands except 
share and per share amounts)              2000               1999
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Net sales                              $ 135,424          $ 113,168
  Cost of sales                          107,129             89,069
                                   ----------------   ---------------- 
Gross Margin                              28,295             24,099
  Selling, administrative
   and general expenses                   21,818             17,501
  Research and development                           
   expenses                                2,014              1,819
  Other-net                                  228                448 
                                   ----------------   ---------------- 
Operating Profit                           4,235              4,331
  Interest expense                         1,120                937
                                   ----------------   ---------------- 
Income before income taxes                 3,115              3,394

  Income taxes                               866                908
                                   ----------------   ---------------- 

Net Income                               $ 2,249            $ 2,486
                                   ----------------   ---------------- 
                                   ----------------   ---------------- 
Per Share of Common Stock:
 Basic                                    $ 0.14             $ 0.15



Weighted average number
 of common shares outstanding         16,206,038         16,193,359

Per Share of Common Stock:
 Diluted                                  $ 0.14             $ 0.15

Weighted average number
 of common shares outstanding         16,314,518         16,232,112

Cash dividends per common share           $ 0.12             $ 0.12

Consolidated Balance Sheets

                                          Mar. 31,    Dec. 31,
(Dollars in thousands)                      2000        1999
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Assets
Current Assets
   Cash and cash equivalents                $2,159        $99
   Accounts receivable                      90,393     79,772
   Inventories                             101,622    110,570
   Prepaid expenses                          7,260      7,204
   Deferred income taxes                    27,195     26,610
                                         ---------- ---------- 
        Total Current Assets               228,629    224,255

Other Assets                                33,543     33,213

Property, Plant and Equipment              441,901    440,234
   Less allowances for depreciation,
     depletion and impairment              273,683    269,296
                                         ---------- ---------- 
                                           168,218    170,938
                                         ---------- ---------- 
                                          $430,390   $428,406
                                         ---------- ---------- 
                                         ---------- ---------- 

Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity
Current Liabilities
   Short-term debt                         $28,006    $34,687 
   Accounts payable                         30,755     27,731
   Other liabilities and accrued
     items                                  28,953     29,869
   Dividends payable                         1,960      1,959
   Income taxes                              6,575      5,178
                                         ---------- ---------- 
        Total Current Liabilities           96,249     99,424

Other Long-Term Liabilities                 15,979     14,407 
Retirement and Post-employment Benefits     39,283     39,430 
Long-term Debt                              45,305     42,305 

Deferred Income Taxes                       12,990     12,202

Shareholders' Equity                       220,584    220,638
                                         ---------- ---------- 
                                          $430,390   $428,406
                                         ---------- ---------- 
                                         ---------- ---------- 



Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows
                                                 Three Months Ended
                                              March 31,       April 2,
(Dollars in thousands)                           2000           1999
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Net Income                                      $  2,249     $  2,486
Adjustments to Reconcile Net Income
 to Net Cash
  Provided from Operating Activities:
  Depreciation, depletion and amortization         5,493        5,648
  Amortization of mine development                   838        1,715
  Decrease (Increase) in accounts receivable     (11,385)     (16,225)
  Decrease (Increase) in inventory                 8,414       (2,287)
  Decrease (Increase) in prepaid and
   other current assets                              327       (1,450)
  Increase (Decrease) in accounts
   payable and accrued expenses                    2,741       10,872
  Increase (Decrease) in interest and
   taxes payable                                     968        3,261
  Increase (Decrease) in deferred income tax         (62)       1,047
  Increase (Decrease) in other
   long-term liabilities                           1,060         (439) 
  Other - net                                       (280)       1,405 
                                                --------     -------- 
       Net Cash Provided From
        Operating Activities                      10,363        6,033

Cash Flows from Investing Activities:
  Payments for purchase of property,
   plant and equipment                            (3,480)      (2,074)
  Payments for mine development                      (70)         (69)
  Proceeds from (Payments for) other investments    --           (118) 
                                                --------     -------- 
       Net Cash Provided From (Used
        in) Investing Activities                  (3,550)      (2,261)

Cash Flows from Financing Activities:
  Proceeds from issuance/repayment of
   short-term debt                                (5,665)     (13,596) 
  Proceeds from issuance of
   long-term debt                                  9,000       12,000 
  Repayment of long-term debt                     (6,000)      (2,000) 
  Issuance of Common Stock under
   stock option plans                                  5           76
  Purchase of Common Stock for treasury               --           -- 
  Payments of dividends                           (1,959)      (1,966)
                                                --------     -------- 
       Net Cash Provided From (Used
        in) Financing Activities                  (4,619)      (5,486)
Effects of Exchange Rate Changes                    (134)        (125)
                                                --------     -------- 
       Net Change in Cash and Cash
        Equivalents                                2,060       (1,839)
       Cash and Cash Equivalents at
        Beginning of Period                           99        1,938
                                                --------     -------- 
       Cash and Cash Equivalents at
        End of Period                              2,159           99
                                                --------     -------- 
                                                --------     -------- 


